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and castes, who are generally lumped together as
Babus, that being the honorific title in use among
themselves in Bengal, in certain centres of which
they exercise very considerable influence.

The Government of India, after making ex-
haustive inquiries, decided that representation by
class and interests was the only practical method
of embodying the elective principle in the con-
stitution of the Indian Legislative Councils. Lord
Morley, while agreeing that the system recom-
mended by the Government of India was suited
to limited electorates, thought that in regard to
minorities so important as the Mahomedans a system
should be devised somewhat similar to that already
adopted in regard to District Boards and Munici-
palities, which do not practise direct election, but
choose electors, who return a representative of
the group. The Mahomedans, however, protested
that their representative should be returned on a
separate register, and urged with much force that,
under the collegiate system, persons not repre-
senting Mahomedan feeling would have a better
chance of being returned than men whom they
themselves regarded as truly representative.

The expedient of a double register has proved
very successful in the Austrian Empire as a means
of preventing national conflicts, and separate repre-
sentation for the Mahomedans is obviously the
device most likely to prevent the strife and riot